A Contrastive Study of Comparative Constructions
in Mandarin Chinese and Japanese

YUFEI
ABSTRACT

All objective existence of entities in the natural and human world, as
well as emerging abstraction in the minds of mankind, exist more or less
in terms of their differences with respect to the number of states and
nature. In order to understand and distinguish the various differences
between things, people conduct a “comparison”. Thus, “comparison”
is not only the most important and most basic method, but also the
common way of thinking in the process of human understanding of the
objective world. This “comparative” way of thinking reflected in the
research field of language is called “comparative category” in linguistic
research and “comparative sentences” in syntactic research”.

All languages of the world have the concept of “comparison”.
L. Stassen (1985) believes that the comparative structure gives
hierarchical positions to two objects in the order of magnitude of a
predicate. “Comparison” is not only an important word in the semantic
category, but also highlights special aspects as an expression of
“comparison”. The expression of the semantic category of specific
syntactic structure is called “a comparative sentence”.

“Comparison” in language, as a ubiquitous and syntactic structure,
has its own specific “semantic meaning” and “logical structure”.
From the 1980s to the present, people have conducted research on
“comparative sentences”; especially during the late 20th century,
researches on “comparative sentences” culminated in the emergence of
a large number of related papers. Researches on negative comparative
sentences are not uncommon. In this study, based on previous studies,
comparative sentences in Chinese and Japanese are divided into three
types which are “equal degree sentences” “superior degree sentences”
and “superlative degree sentences”. These three types are discussed
using logical analysis in order to clarify the three types of comparative
sentences.
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