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Abstract

This study gathered Japanese tweets (statements made on Twitter)
about Koreans and conducted a quantitative analysis on them. Most
of the statements regarding Koreans were negative, and a few
hatemongers produced large numbers of tweets that gained them
many followers. The tweets about Koreans tended to be accompanied
by intentions to disseminate them. There were many cases where
dissemination took place. In the light of several characteristics of
the statements, quantitative text analysis was conducted to uncover
evidence of both old-fashioned and modern racism (McConahay, 1986;
Taka, 2013; Taka & Amemiya, 2013). We further examined users’
distrust of mass media, their reliance on the anonymous BBS site
“2channel” and its curator sites (“2channel-matome-blogs”), and their
beliefs about the actual “truth” being hidden. In addition, we explored
accusations against “anti-Japan” agents and users’ intentions to either
diffuse or share information about Koreans.
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