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The Development of the Juchyu and Medial System
in Korean Chinese-character Phonology

Wen Rui
Abstract

In modern Japanese and Korean, ancient Chinese characters are still
being pronounced as before, which reflects an orderly time-honored
relationship. In the ancient Chinese phonological system, the medial
system is epitomized By Juchyu, normal rhymes of the third grade
and the pure fourth-grade rhymes. This essay uses the representative
phonological material of ancient Chinese, Huilin’s Pronunciation
and Meaning of Text for the Buddhist Scriptures in the Middle Tang
Dynasty, and compare it with ancient Korean phonology, and finally
discusses the phonological appearance of Juchyu, normal rhymes of the
third grade and the pure fourth-grade rhymes in both the Chinese and
Korean medial system. To conclude, from the 15th to 19th Century, the
ancient Korean medial system was in accord with ancient Chinese, and
after that recent Korean has experienced an independent development
in phonology from then to modern times.
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