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“Encouragement of Writing from Left to Right
(or Academic Work)” Heisei Edition: Using “I” Novel:
Jrom Left to Right by Minae Mizumura as a Lead

Toru Fukazawa

A novelist and essayist, Minae Mizumura wrote, in her essay 7he Fall
of Language in the Age of English, that the true state of affairs would not be
changed in academic work whatever language scholars used for their
papers, but that it would be changed in literature, depending on the
language authors used for their works. In this situation, scholars must
choose naturally the more versatile language, which is English for the time
being. Under such pressure to use English, Mizumura tries to find a means
of protecting the Japanese language in literature.

However, the idea that any language can express the same state of
affairs in academic work is derived from phono-logocentrisme, which was
criticized by Jacque Derrida. Against the backdrop of this phono-
logocentrisme, policies concerning the Japanese language were carried out
after WWII, supported by the Far Eastern Commission, which has led to
the present-day conception that the true state of affairs in writing is not
affected regardless of whether it is written vertically or laterally.

In this article, I focus on performances in the humanities, which serve
as a medium between academic work and literature, without separating
them distinctly as did Mizumura. I criticize phono-logocentrisme deeply
rooted among people today by requiring them to practice writing vertically
in performances in the humanities.
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