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Abstract

This article examines the social struggle in Catalonia that intensified in
the aftermath of World War I, and complements Spanish history in the
interwar period. In particular, it explores the background and the process
of a strike that began at Barcelona's most important electricity supplier,
“La Canadiense,” and considers its historical significance.

After World War I, revolutionary movements escalated in various
parts of Europe, and Spain, too, was no exception. Especially in Catalonia,
labor movements gathered momentum and the anarcho-syndicalist labor
union, Confederacién Nacional del Trabajo (CNT), expanded its influence
significantly. At the beginning of February 1919, the CNT instigated “La
Canadiense” strike. Anarcho-syndicalist militants almost completely
paralyzed the city, stopping utilities, mobilizing many workers, and
deploying a firmly organized strike. Finally, the dispute ended with a
remarkable victory for the workers.

“La Canadiense” strike was the last straw for Catalan industrialists.
They were frightened by the strength of trade unions, equating it with
“Bolshevism.” At the same time, Catalan employers concluded that the
governing classes were unable to contain the revolutionary wave and
maintain social order. For this reason, they formed an alliance with the
Army and aimed the dissolution of the CNT. With this strike as a turning
point, the social struggle in Catalonia became serious and undermined the
Spanish liberal system. It had a huge impact on Primo de Rivera's military
coup (1923) that involved the demise of the Spanish liberal regime.
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