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Subjective Noh and objective Kyogen
With regard to the function of narration by A (connector)
in the space for Noh plays

FUKAZAWA Toru

Noh plays and Kyogen plays are representative of traditional Japanese
culture and it is thought that these programs are independent of each
other. However, both are performing arts derived from Sarugaku. In a Noh
program, A: (connector)’s talk is an excellent example of it.

As Ai (connector) is a part of the Nok play, Kyogen's part plays role of
it. And it acts as a medium of dialogue between Shite (leading character)
and Wak: (supporting part). Additionally, A7 (connector) imitates the Nok
play itself humorously and acts as comical representor. In this sense, it is
close to the function of mimesis that imitates and represents reality such as
in Aristotele’s’ Poetics. Besides, A7 is also expected to expose the fiction
ironically in a dramatic space.

The Japanese word katari (talk) is synonymous with katarai and
katadori. Katarai shows the feature of assimilation and unification oriented
by Shite and Wakr's katar:. In contrast, the word katadori is characterized
by dissimilation and objectification oriented by A7's katar:.

Therefore, this article places A7's talk as an ironical device that makes
fiction appear real, as intimated by the keyword katari, which has the
meaning of deception and temptation. In order not to abstract the theory, I
focus on some programs of yoshitsunemono in gikeiki as a case study.
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