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Semantics of Disjunctive Questions in Mandarin Chinese

HU Jie

Abstract

This study explores disjunctive questions in Mandarin Chinese. I use
both propositional logic and predicate logic to analyze the meaning of
disjunctive questions. The basic concepts of the analysis are based on Zhu
Dexi (1982).

For example,
(1) Tamen shi yi ge jiating haishi liang ge jiating?

They are one family or two families? — ‘Are they the same family or

two different families ?’

This sentence can be analyzed as follows:

(2) Wen' [wo, ni, {Shi’ (tamen, yigejiating)} \V {Shi’ (tamen, lianggejiat-
ing)} ]

This formula in (2) would read as follows:

T (ask), you (about), they are the same family or they are two
different families’

I suggest that disjunctive questions have a mechanism of information
that can be described by using logical forms.
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