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From a University Orchestra to a Left-Wing Drama:
The Impact of Tao Jingsun’s Music Activities on
“Yishujishe” Theatrical Company

NAKAMURA Midori

Abstruct

“Yishujishe” was the first left-wing theatrical company of China
established in Shanghai in 1929. The company mainly consisted of the
members of the left-wing literature group called “Chuangzaoshe”. To this
day, the researchers have paid much attention to the production records of
the performing proletarian dramas in this theatrical company. However,
little attention has paid to the hidden impact of individual artist who
acugired musical knowledge and techniques in Japan.

In this paper, I will examine how “Yishujishe” company attempted to
exhibit modernity through their plays as well as how an individual artist
contributed to the company’'s modern art and music production. I will
engage with these questions by scrutinizing the music activities of Tao
Jingsun who had participated in the two university orchestras during his
study in Japan in the 1920s. I argue that Tao’s knowledge and techniques of
Western music, which was cultivated in Japan, had significant impact on
Yishujishe company and their performing arts.
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