Discourse Analysis of Osamu Dazai and the Literary Field
——Reconsidering the research object and
the research methods

MATSUMOTO Katsuya

Abstract

This paper presents discourse analysis on reviews of two books of
monographs that I have published.

Twelve book reviews on Osamu Dazai of around 1935 : Adolescents,
Media and Text and An Inquiry into the Literary Field in the Second Decade
of the Showa Era: Newcomer, Osamu Dazai and War Literature are
considered in this paper.

A series of book reviews uncovers interesting issues about research
subjects and methodologies in modern Japanese literary research.

In this paper, firstly, I review the research trends since the 1990s.
Secondly, I analyze the issues and the rhetoric of six book reviews on
Osamu Dazai of around 1935: Adolescents, Media and Text. Thirdly, I
analyze the issues and the rhetoric of six book reviews on An Inquiry into
the Literary Field in the Second Decade of the Showa Era: Newcomer,
Osamu Dazai and War Literature. Finally, I summarize the whole
discussion and describe the research prospects.
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