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Review of Studies on the Construction “(shi) ...... de”
AOKI Moe

Keywords: “(shi) ....de" construction, focus, scope, assertion

Abstract

This paper explores the meaning and usage of the construction
“(shi) ...de” (such as, shi wo kai de deng. “The situation is that I turn on
the light)). This paper comes to the following conclusions: (1) An
expression of manner or an expression of cause can be used in the
construction “(shz) .. de” as the focus. (2) Complements (Resultative
Complements or Directional Complements) can be used in the construction
“(shi) . de”. (3) When de precedes the object in the construction
“(shi) ...de”", the scope of assertion (scope of focus) becomes narrower. (4)
The construction “(ski) ....de" is not an epecially Northern usage.
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