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Abstract

This paper studies the background and characteristics of “populism”
that emerged due to contradictions at each historical stage of capitalism in
the respective regions, to understand the features of Podemos, a new
Spanish political influence that originated as a grass-roots movement.

Regarding the characteristics and diversity of “populism”, there is a
difference between “traditional populism” and “modern populism”. Similar-
ly, there is a difference between the People’s Party of the United States
(the first “traditional populism”) and the populism of developing countries
(the second “traditional populism”).

In addition, I examine whether Podemos should be considered a
“modern populism” movement. Although some advocates have included
Podemos into the “modern populism” category, I conclude that it differs
from it for the following reasons. First, “modern populism” intends to
create a homogeneous aggregate that reflects a unified will of the “people”
and denies pluralism. Nevertheless, Podemos aims to reflect various
choices to the “people” and to provide them with a discussion “forum”.
Second, “modern populism”, resorting to the referendum, emphasizes the
logic of democracy that involves sovereignty for the “people”. However,
Podemos implemented a different action regarding the independent
problem of Catalonia.

Leaders of Podemos state that the party practices the “populism
strategy”, which advocated an Argentine political philosophy by Ernesto
Laclau. Therefore, it might be said that Podemos would be “populism”.
Nevertheless, considering the surfacing of contradictions based on changes
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in capitalism and Spanish society, what kind of discontent and anger did
“people” feel, and how did Podemos understand the people’s feelings.

Therefore, I believe we need to examine the real image of Podemos,
taking into account the changes in the Spanish society (Podemos
progressed because of the decline of the existing left-wings) and the
transformation of capitalism (what kind of relationship does Podemos have
with the tendency of the “people”, who were removed from the favor of
globalization, to bring a new “change subject”).
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ANRA D [RF7F—=EFA (Podemos)] & [(LIkR) K2 XA] & LT
FHENDLZ DDV,
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[RE2) AL ICHEBT 20123 L. BEEBUAES L LToO [REa
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L CLEALANER L. BUAHFIC D 2O E> T GEFRETE U3
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BUE ST ze RS, ALEBO SRy O BCR T & 2 Bl 3 F i o
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ENTEDE, KREOTEHRLEIOEZEMICESNTEB Y . WHTEBO
BEEI I HEEILDL I LI TE hrol, T2 ARRIZAAEEAD
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