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(De-) Colonising the Woods and the Wolf:
Ilustrations for “Little Red Riding Hood”
by Walter Crane and Kazuyoshi Iino

MURAI Mayako

Abstract

“Little Red Riding Hood” has been subjected to a wide range of revi-
sions by writers and artists across time and cultures. One way of provid-
ing a new take on the traditional story is to revise it through visual im-
ages without changing the text itself. In this paper, I will revisit the
Brothers Grimm’s tale from an ecocritical perspective by analysing how
the visual representations of nature in the illustrations by Walter Crane
(1875) and Kazuyoshi Iino (2001) reflect the perceptions of nature and
human-animal relations in two different historical, cultural, and environ-
mental settings.

In both cases, the translated text closely follows the Grimms’ tale. In
Crane’s illustrations, the wolf, standing erect on his back paws and wear-
ing clothes, is clearly anthropomorphised, and the depiction of the natural
environment is minimised and stylised, so as to foreground the human-
centred drama endorsing the further colonisation of nature. In contrast,
Iino depicts the wolf as a wild animal standing on all fours and wearing
only his own fur. He foregrounds the wolf by drawing him in a dispro-
portionately large scale and by looking at the world from the wolf's point
of view. His images also integrate the natural and human realms through
colours, forms, and textures, to underline the deep connection and inter-
dependence between these two realms. By bringing out the ecological
implications of “Little Red Riding Hood” visually, Iino’s illustrations invite
us to re-envision our relationship with nature and wildlife in today’s
world, where human activities pose a serious threat to ecological balance
and biodiversity.
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