Paradise for the “Girl on the Quay”:
Emmy Hennings and Zurich Dada
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Abstract

Dada celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2016. While Hugo Ball, the
so-called father of the term Dada, has been widely analyzed, his wife
Emmy Hennings, the so-called mother of Dada, has not attracted the
same amount of attention. Hennings was a famous cabaret actress who
published, sang, and performed her own poetry even before Dada and
Zurich. Her physical attractiveness and distinctive voice made her a star
of the Cabaret Voltaire in Zurich. On the other hand, not only is her role
in the creation of Dada rarely mentioned but she was also disrespected
by male Dadaists who renounced her ideas as non-Dadaist and childish.
In this article, I review Hennings's life as a Dadaist, by analyzing the
details of her creative output and life as an artist that have so far not
been considered. In particular, I focus on her contributions to the Dadaist
movement as a working mother, distancing myself from the monolithic
picture of Emmy Hennings so often shown in feminist research and, in
doing so, discover a story different from the myth of Dada as commonly
told.
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