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Abstract

This study explores research trends in medical geography in Japan
while focusing on research for medical services. The trends can be sub-
divided into consideration of endemic disease, regional differences of
death factors, diffusion and epidemics of disease, urbanization and plan-
ning of medical areas, medical supply systems, and medical industries.
The study of the provision of medical services was fulfilled through
quantitative and macroscopic analysis by GIS. It was also acknowledged
that the geographical examination for some medical departments had de-
veloped from qualitative analysis. Furthermore, the approaches in medi-
cal and health geography will be noticeable in the ambiguous boundary
between medical and health care and the issues caused by poverty.
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