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A Semantic Analysis of Existential Sentences with
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Abstract

This paper discusses the meaning of existential sentences with
“V-zhe” and “V-le” in Mandarin Chinese. Chinese existential sentences
are unique sentences that have a location placed in the subject position
and an ‘existing” thing or person placed in the object position, which is
different from a sentence that has the actor placed in the subject
position.

All existential sentences have a common meaning of “a thing that
(or person who) exists in a place”. This paper analyzes existential
sentences with “V-zhe” and “V-le” from a semantic viewpoint, proposes
logical structures of existential sentences described predicate logic, and
considers certain issues from previous studies of existential sentences.
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