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Development of the brewing industry in Japan

— The resutracturing of traditional industry
and its implication for sustainable development —

HACHIKUBO Koshi (Kanagawa University)

Abstract

It is necessary for discussion about sustainable development to examine not only contemporary leading
sectors but also traditional manufacturing sectors. The production system of traditional industrial sectors,
contrasting with the many leading sectors based on the modern technologies, have developed spontaneously
and peculiar unit now. Some of them play important part in the formation of local economies. In Japan, the
sectors, which have innovated their existing technologies and moreover have obtained non-local markets, are
called ‘Jiba Sangyo’. Then, the sustainable development of ‘Jiba Sangyo’ is important in regional and national
economy. This paper reports the development and contemporary significance of the Japanese brewing industry
as a case study to gave direction to the sustainble development of ‘Jiba Sangyo’.

The most popular alcoholic drink in Japan is ‘Seisyu’ (refine sake) made from rice. In addition to this,
demand for ‘shochu’ (white distilled liquor) made from various material is growing in recent years. The
companies, which make both type of alcoholic drink, are traditional sectors in the Japanese brewing industries
and are located in every major region. Now, they are investing in the foreign countries to expand their market
overseas. The trend toward market expansion and locational diffusion is making some environmental problem.
We can point two problem; the reuse of process waste and the efficient use of raw material. For example, in the
one hand, competition for a high degree of ‘Seishu’ purity wastes a lot of material, in the other hand, production
of high quality ‘Shotyu’ makes unavoidably large quantities of distillation-lee, which is often discharge into the
ocean.

Every country will face same problem in near future as the development of traditional sectors. However, in
traditional sectors, it is difficult for the companies to get government supports for minimization of
environmental emission, because their company size is generally so small. In this sense, the experiences of the
Japanese ‘Jiba Sangyo’ companies may give direction to the developing small-sized traditional sectors in
another countries.
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