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Bangzi Dramas and Bangzi Actors in Shanghai
Written by Sun Yusheng

Abstract

Before the opening of a theatre in 1867, Shanghai people had never seen dramas from Northern China. After
that, actors of Northern dramas increasingly came to Shanghai. They were actors of Jingju (Peking Opera)
and Shanxi-Bangzi drams (born in Shanxi province). But both of them were not enthusiastically welcome by
the audience during the early period. Shanghai people were able to appreciate neither Jingju's formalistic art
technique, nor Shanxi-Bangzi's rustic songs and speeches. However the audience eventually got used to
them because Jingju and Bangzi actors managed to adapt their drama style to the expectation of the audience
in Shanghai. As a result, Jingju actors in Shanghai were influenced by Bangzi actors and did not stick to sing-
ing when they established a renewed Shanghai-Jingju deeply colored by Bangzi dramas.
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